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SUBJ: VENTING OF UNDERGROUND EXPLOSIONS 

1. ASST. SECRETARY HARTMAN CALLED IN SOVIET MINISTER 
COUNSELOR VORONTSOV ON MARCH 2L TO GIVE HIM THE FOLLOWING 
AIDE MEMOIRE. BEGIN QUOTE. 

THE UNITED STATES HAS COLLECTED OUTSIDE OF THE SOVIET 
UNION RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL DIRECTLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
SOVIET NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS OF SEPTEMBER 12 AND OCTOBER 27, 
1973. 

IN VIEW OF PARAGRAPH 1 (B) OF ARTICLE I OF THE TREATY 
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OUTER SPACE AND UNDER WATER, THE UNITED STATES WISHES 
TO DRAW THE ATTENTION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SOVIET 
UNION TO THIS MATTER AND TO THE IMPORTANCE OF DUE 
PRECAUTIONS TO ASSURE COMPLIANCE WITH THAT TREATY. THE 
UNITED STATES CONSIDERS THESE INCIDENTS TO BE MOST 
REGRETTABLE BECAUSE OF THE RELATIVELY LARGE AMOUNTS OF 
RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL COLLECTED OUTSIDE THE SOVIET UNION 
AND BECAUSE VENTINGS OF RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL OUTSIDE 
SOVIET BORDERS CONTINUE TO OCCUR YEAR AFTER YEAR. 

OVER THE YEARS THE U.S. HAS DEVELOPED INCREASINGLY 
EFFECTIVE MEASURES TO REDUCE THE POSSIBILITY OF 

EAKAGES OF RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL FROM UNDERGROUND 

NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS. DURING THE PAST FEW YEARS WE HAVE 
TAKEN EVEN MORE RIGOROUS PRECAUTIONS, AND THESE MEASURES 
HAVE PROVED ESPECIALLY EFFECTIVE. THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT WOULD WELCOME ANY PERTINENT INFORMATION THE 
SOVIET GOVERNMENT COULD OFFER ABOUT THESE TWO INCIDENTS 
AND THE RECURRENCE OF VENTINGS OF RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL 
OUTSIDE SOVIET BORDERS. END QUOTE 

2. IN COMMENTING ON THE POINTS CONTAINED IN THE AIDE 
MEMOIRE, HARTMAN SAID THAT WE WISH TO STRESS CONTINUED 
SUPPORT FOR THE LIMITED TEST BAN TREATY AND STATED THAT 
THE US AND USSR AS PRINCIPAL NUCLEAR POWERS SHOULD DO 
THEIR BEST TO UPHOLD THE TREATY. VORONTSOV SAID THAT 
HE WOULD TRANSMIT THE AIDE MEMOIRE TO HIS AUTHORITIES 
AND THAT A REPLY WOULD BE PROVIDED IN DUE COURSE. 
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